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848 Recent Literature. [August, 

RECENT LITERATURE. 

Joly's Man before Metals. 1 — The author's aim in publishing 
this book has been, as he says, to bring before the reader the 
numerous proofs hitherto collected of the great age of the human 
race, as well as to treat of the customs, the industry as well as 
the moral and religious ideas of man, such as he was before the 
use of metals was known to him, and in conclusion to briefly 
sketch the possible appearance of this being. While the work is 
by no means to be ranked with those of Lyell, Tylor. Lubbock, 
Wilson, Dawkins and others, it may be read with interest because 
written by a Frenchman, for it will be remembered that French- 
men such as Boucher de Perthes, Broca and others, were the pio- 
neers in modern inquiries into the antiquity of the human race. 
The author is mainly expository, at times critical, at other times 
strangely credulous and too much disposed to quotations. The 
chapter on early man in America is the least valuable in the book, 
and strangely obsolete. For example, though apparently written 
in 1882, at least published in 1883, no mention is made of the 
records of early man in California, or in the river gravels of New 
Jersey^ On the other hand as proofs of the antiquity of man in 
the United States, we are treated once more to the statements of Dr. 
Dowler regarding the New Orleans skeleton, to the very question- 
able Natchez pelvis, which may have been washed out of a recent 
Indian cemetery ; also to the oft-quoted misstatement regarding 
the human bones " extracted by Agassiz " from a calcareous con- 
glomerate which forms part of a coral reef in Florida," etc. A 
strange want of familiarity with recent American archaeological 
literature is shown. Reference on p. 163 is made to " the recent 
discovery of a human skull picked up at Jacksonville, on the 
banks of the Illinois, one hundred feet above the present level of 
the river, and remarkable, like that of Neanderthal," etc. This 
statement we presume refers to the calvarium dug out by the late 
Professor Wyman from the shell-heaps of Jacksonville Florida. 

On the other hand the account of the French caves and Swiss 
lake dwellers is excellent, and the figures, which we here repro- 
duce, will elucidate the subject. It appears that the lake dwell- 
ers were in Switzerland preceded by dwellers in caves who date 
from the Palaeolithic period. 

The author appears to adopt Worsaes' opinion, shared by Kel- 
ler, Desor and Virchow, that the Neolithic lake dwellers were of 
Keltic origin. 

The chapter on antediluvian art, particularly that of the Palaeo- 
lithic cave dwellers, is well prepared and illustrated, as will be 
seen by the accompanying illustrations selected from this chapter. 

The author does not go to extremes, either in his views as to 

1 The International Scientific Series. Man before Metals. By N. Jr>LY. With 
148 illustrations. New York, D. Appleton & Co., 1883. l2mo, pp. 385. 
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Fig. I. — Ancient Swiss lake dwellings, in part restored by comparison with the 
lake huts of modern savages in New Guinea. 




Fig. 2. — Modern shore dwellings of the inhabitants of New Guinea. After Du- 
mont d'Urville. 
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Fig. 3. — Drawing of Reindeer from the cave of Thayngen. 








Fig. 4. — Horse engraved in outline upon reindeer horn. 
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Fig. 5. — Figure of a naked man between two horses heads.. 




Fig. 6. — Fragment of a scapula, found at Laugerie Basse, on which is engraved 
the figure of a pregnant woman. 

the antiquity of man nor as to his origin, which he acknowledges 
to be as yet wrapped in obscurity, and he is candid and generally 
critical in his views, but not always inclined to sift his authorities, 
hence while the book is very readable it is not always to be im- 
plicitly trusted. 

Second Geological Survey of the Anthracite Coalfields 
of Pennsylvania. — The survey of these fields was commenced in 
August, 1880, under the direction of Mr. Charles A. Ashburner, 
geologist in charge, and the first results of the work done, pub- 
lished by the State, have just appeared in the Panther Creek 
Atlas, which contains eleven sheets, twenty-six by thirty-two 
inches, relating to the geology of the extreme eastern end of the 
Southern (Schuylkill) coalfield, lying between Mauch Chunk, 
in Carbon county, and Tamaqua, Schuylkill county, as follows : 
Three mine sheets, showing the horizontal plan of the mines, 
and the geological structure of the coal beds by contour curve 
lines, fifty feet vertically apart, drawn in the floor of the Mam- 
moth bed, scale 800 ft. = 1 in. ; three cross-section sheets, show- 
ing the vertical structure of the coal beds, scale 400 ft. = 1 in. ; 
three columnar section sheets, showing the thickness of the coal 



